What was the worst mistake in your career?
Wishing away my last year as a medical student. I wanted to be a doctor so much that I forgot how fantastic it was to be a medical student. Time flies!
What was your best career move?
Going into clinical oncology-the most exciting field in medicine. A technological revolution in cancer therapy is in progress in both medical and radiation oncology.
Bevan or Lansley? Who has been the best and the worst health secretary in your lifetime?
Bevan was the best because of his vision and principles-he resigned on principle when prescription charges came in. Alan Milburn and Patricia Hewitt were the worst because they were so instrumental in pushing forward New Labour's marketisation and privatisation agenda, which totally undermined Bevan's founding principles and left the door wide open for Lansley.
Who is the person you would most like to thank and why?
My mum, for her unconditional love and support and for putting the education of her two boys above all else at great personal sacrifice.
To whom would you most like to apologise?
My wife and children. I spend too much time in medical politics and on social media. I blame Milburn, Hewitt, and Lansley.
If you were given £1m what would you spend it on?
Campaign funds for the National Health Action Party.
Where are or were you happiest?
On the first day of a holiday when my two children are almost uncontrollably excitable and my wife has a large glass of wine in her hand.
What single unheralded change has made the most difference in your field in your lifetime?
The advent of image guided radiotherapy. It has transformed the way we deliver radiotherapy, and its full potential is yet to be realised.
Do you support doctor assisted suicide?
I'm torn. I would come off the fence and say yes only in the context of a highly regulated system to protect the vulnerable.
What book should every doctor read?
NHS SOS by Jacky Davis and Raymond Tallis. If you want the inside story on Lansley's NHS reorganisation it's all there.
What poem, song, or passage of prose would you like mourners at your funeral to hear?
